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1531 September 15, 1899 

The following infectious diseases were reported during the same period : 
Measles, 35 ; scarlatina, 1 ; diphtheria, 1 ; typhoid fever, 1. 

CAIBAEIEN. 

Dr. Bernardo Escobar, quarantine officer, reports the sanitary condi- 
tion of Caibarien as exceptionally good, there having been but 3 deaths 
during the week ended August 26 ; 2 from pulmonary diseases, and 1, 
a still-born child. No case of an infectious or contagious character has 
been reported. Eight vessels were inspected, to 4 of which bills of 
health were issued. 

Eespectfully, yours, G. M. Guiteeas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 
The Stjbgeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Sanitary reports from Santiago, Manzanillo, Guantanamo, and Daiquiri. 

Santiago de Cuba, August 26, 1899. 

Sie : I have the honor to make the following sanitary report of San- 
tiago and the fourth district of Cuba for the week ended August 26. 
During the week there was a total of 22 deaths, a decrease of 2 from the 
preceding week. The principal causes were as follows : Tuberculosis, 
6 ; tetanus, 1 ; malarial fevers, 1 ; intestinal diseases, 4 ; heart disease, 
4; other causes, 6; total, 22. Population, 34,000; mortality, 30.7 per 
1,000. 

During the same week there were 2 cases of yellow fever with no 
deaths. Both cases were of an extremely mild type, and will recover. 

The regular disinfection of mails and baggage continues. Both will 
be handled more rapidly when the new disinfecting machinery at the 
dock is in operation. It will be completed next' week. 

MANZANILLO. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Socarras reports that there has been but 
1 death, and that from malaria, during the week. As it is roughly 
estimated that there are from 12,000 to 25,000 inhabitants there, it 
indicates a very healthy condition of the inhabitants. Two cases of 
smallpox were reported to-day, and isolated. Guantanamo and Dai- 
quiri reports show that both towns are free from contagious disease. 
Eespectfully, yours, Heeman B. Paekee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Subgeon-Genebal, 

U. S. Marine Hospital Service. 

FEANCE. 

Sanitary report from Marseilles. 

Maeseilles, August 22, 1899. 
Sie : I arrived here this morning and after obtaining all the informa- 
tion concerning sanitary affairs at this port possible, sent you a telegram 
advising the temporary employment of a sanitary inspector at this port, 
and suggesting that Mr. W. H. Chambers was a reliable man for the 
position. Although not a medical man, Chambers has been making 
inspections of vessels for the past five years and is well qualified for the 
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work, especially as in guarding against plague, it appears to be more a 
question of cargo than of the persoDnel. The sanitary condition of Mar 
seilles is practically unchanged since I was here in 1894, for although 
the new system of service has been completed there is a great shortage 
of water, a very unfortunate circumstance for Marseilles at this time of 
year. Plague has been reported at Barcelona though not yet confirmed. 
Marseilles receives cargoes occasionally for transhipment to the United 
States from Barcelona as well as from the east, and is, I believe, more 
exposed to the importation of epidemic disease than any other city in 
Europe. 

Two of the leading facts in connection with the recent outbreak of 
plague at Oporto, are the immunity of the personnel of the ship bring- 
ing the disease and its appearance among the men who unloaded her 
cargo, and the fact that this cargo was rice. I have not yet been able 
to learn how this rice was packed, but conclude that it was in bags, and 
it seems highly probable that it was infected either by the packers or 
by rats. 

I recommend, then, for Marseilles the employment of a sanitary 
inspector at least during the presence of the plague in Europe. That 
it shall be the duty of this inspector to carefully examine every vessel 
departing for the United States, either direct or via other ports, her 
passengers, crew, and cargo. 

In the case of passengers, of whom there are very few going via 
Naples, they should be required to show that they do not come from 
infected ports. In the case of the crew, that they show no signs of 
infectious disease, and finally, in the case of the cargo, that it has not 
its origin in any infected port. In the case of cargo from an infected 
port which will bear disinfection, this process may be followed, while 
in the case of cargo not possible to disinfect, such as uncanned food 
stuffs, etc., to be rejected. 

According to the latest reports from Oporto, 2 fresh cases of plague 
were reported on the 17th instant, and on the 18th instant, 2 cases were 
reported at Barcellos. On August 19, there were reported 6 cases of 
plague in hospital at Oporto, all convalescent. In all, at Oporto, there 
have been 46 cases. 

The Spanish physicians observing the plague at Oporto, have 
announced through the press that it is diminishing. Most steamship 
lines have taken the precaution to cease having their vessels touch at 
Oporto. On August 20, 3 fresh cases of plague occurred at Oporto, 
though of mild character. 

In regard to precautions to prevent the spread of plague, it appears 
that the Spanish Government is very active. All Spanish subjects now 
at Portuguese watering places are forbidden to return to Spain until 
further notice. Apparatus for fumigatiomhas been installed at all the 
stations and frontier posts between Spain and Portugal, and a large 
number of physicians have been sent to the frontier to study the means 
of checking the disease. Several cases are said to have been reported 
at Lisbon and 1 at Figueira. As to precautions at Marseilles, I am 
informed that cargoes of vessels coming from India are disinfected 
before landing, but as this is done with a hose or watering pot it can 
not of course be considered much of a precaution. 

I expect to leave for Lisbon to morrow. 

Eespectfully, yours, Fairfax Irwin, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



